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The following information was provided by Dr. Rick Cartwright, 
Extension Plant Pathologist, regarding the recent discovery of 
suspicious soybean rust spores in neighboring states. 

The adjacent maps come from two websites about the current 
status of soybean rust in the U.S.   

The first is from www.sbrusa.net, the USDA public tracking 
website that all the universities, etc., are participating in. It 
shows the confirmed soybean rust locations in the U.S. as of 
July 7, and the commentary below the map lists the counties in 
Florida, Georgia and Alabama that have confirmed soybean 
rust. As County Agents, you should be looking at this site often. 

The second map is from the Syngenta Website 
www.soybeanrust.com, and it shows "different "information, 
about which I have received several calls.  At the present time, 
the first map is correct and the second map is wrong. 
Locations on the Syngenta Map indicated as positive in 

Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky and various sites in Alabama and Georgia have not been confirmed as 
soybean rust. At this time, soybean rust has not been found in Louisiana, Kentucky, or Tennesee. 

WHY THE CONFUSION? 

We are cooperating with other universities 
and Syngenta in the development of a spore 
trapping and detection system. There are 
spore traps located at various locations in 
each of the southern states.  

The traps hold a greased microscope slide 
facing into the wind. Spores and other 
particles land on the Vaseline and stick in 
place. The slides are collected once or twice 
a week and shipped to our laboratory at UA 

Fayetteville, where the greased area is examined with a microscope in a systematic fashion.  Spores that 
resemble those produced by the soybean rust fungus are noted and photographed, and this information 
is relayed back to the cooperator where the slide came from. However, we have no way of confirming 
whether the spores that resemble soybean rust spores are actually soybean rust, or whether they 
come from some other rust fungus. 

http:www.sbrusa.net
http:www.soybeanrust.com
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You should remember that there are many rust fungi out there on weeds, grasses, and other crops, and 
many may produce similar looking spores.  We notify cooperators so that they can more intensely 
examine soybeans, kudzu, and other known hosts of soybean rust in the area where these "suspect" 
spores were collected. If they find soybean rust on plants and confirm it with a microscope and PCR 
testing, then that area is truly positive for the disease. If soybean rust is not found on plants in the area 
after intensive scouting, then the spores we have observed may be from another rust fungus. It might 
also be possible that they are rust spores that blew in from a greater distance. But the point is that until 
soybean rust is confirmed in an area on plants, the area is not positive. and soybean rust does not occur 
there. 

Obviously, all of this can change. That is why we are all out looking every few days so intensely. That 
way, we can be assured of detecting soybean rust early and accurately report where it is. 

So, to repeat: 

•	 Soybean rust has been found in Florida, Georgia, and southern Alabama. 

•	 Soybean rust has not been found in any other state yet, including Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, or Kentucky. 

We know that this situation can change, and if it does, you will be immediately updated.  It’s important, 
however, to stick to the facts. 
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